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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Gregory P. Kurtz
 Mayor
 kurtzg@independenceohio.org 

Vern Blaze
 Finance Director

Gregory J. O’Brien
 Law Director

Donald Ramm
 City Engineer

Jeff Markley
 City Planner

Letitia Linker
 Human Resources  
 Director

Michael Kilbane
 Police Chief

Steve Rega
 Fire Chief

Tom Walchanowicz
 Recreation Director

Leon Karas
 Service Director

David Snyderburn
 Technical Services Director

Michael Gero
 Building Official

Angela T. Zeleznik-Zidanic
 Clerk of Courts

Dennis Zdolshek
 Procurement Coordinator

Alla Lora
 Communications Director

Jessica A. Hyser
 Economic Development  
 Director

COUNCIL MEMBERS
David Grendel, Vice Mayor
Chair, Finance
grendeld@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-678-0250

Kathleen Kapusta
Chair, Community Services 
kapustak@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-538-0616

Tom Narduzzi
Chair, Safety/Rules  
& Ordinances
narduzzit@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-318-0383

Kenn Synek
Chair, Economic Growth
 & Development
synekk@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-513-2527

James P. Trakas
Chair, Utilities & Sewers
trakasj@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-346-1971

Dale Veverka
Chair, Streets and Sidewalks
veverkad@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-407-8657

Chris Walchanowicz
Chair, Public Lands & Buildings
walchanowiczc@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-219-9789

Debi Beal
Clerk of Council
beald@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-524-1008

Architectural Review Board
1st & 3rd Thurs. each month - 3:00 p.m.
Chairman – Norman Casini

Civil Service Commission
1st Thursday each month
Chairman - Mark Kwiatkowski

Council
2nd Tuesday each month – 7:00 p.m.

Planning Commission
1st Tuesday each month
5:30 p.m. caucus, meeting to follow
Chairman – Dale Lytkowski

Board of Zoning Appeals
3rd Thursday each month
5:30 p.m. caucus, meeting to follow
Chairman - Mark Moreal

POLICE/FIRE EMERGENCIES  9-1-1 

Police Anonymous Tip Line 216-524-9699 

Animal Control    216-524-3940

Building Department  216-524-1019

Chamber of Commerce  216-573-2707

Council Meetings  216-328-1477

Clerk of Courts    216-524-7719

Community Services  216-524-7373

Council Clerk    216-524-1008

Economic Development  216-524-4131

Engineering Department  216-524-1374

Finance Department  216-524-4131

Fire Department   216-524-4001

Human Resources  216-524-4131

Indy Fieldhouse   216-524-0088

Library    216-447-0160

Maple Shade Cemetery  216-524-9191

Mayor’s Office    216-524-4131

Outdoor Pool    216-524-3711

Police Department  216-524-1234

Post Office    216-524-9614

Recreation Department  216-524-3262

Service Department  216-524-9191

Tech Services Dept.  216-524-9200

Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.orgYOUR CITY DIRECTORY
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Dear Neighbors,

Enduring the pandemic has not been easy for anyone. The coronavirus caused 
massive changes to our daily lives, changes that happened rapidly and abruptly. 
Many people feel like it takes them twice as much time and effort to do even simple 
tasks. The social isolation and uncertainty have only compounded the stress and 
anxiety of “normal for now.” 

Health experts recommend that people focus on the things they can control to weather the grief 
associated with the crisis. They say setting routines, scheduling time to exercise, healthy eating, and 
self-care are essential for a person’s physical and emotional health.
 
The City has proven that we know how to effectively navigate the evolving health crisis and remain 
focused on the future. Last month, City Council and I had a very productive strategic planning meeting 
to define the City's long-term vision for the “next normal.” 

We focused on future overarching goals, looked beyond past practices and priorities, and considered 
possibilities that may not have existed previously. Everyone offered valuable ideas on enhancing our 
residents' quality of life, supporting our business communities, and ensuring the City continues to 
thrive. I will have more information on the strategic plan in the coming weeks. 

Wishing everyone a happy Valentine’s Day filled with much love and laughter.  God Bless.

The car that was part of the Poussart 
Family's holiday yard display and 
featured in the January 2021 Post was 
misidentified. It is a 1937 Oldsmobile – 
not a Buick. It belongs to Mrs. Poussart's 
father, Carl Burns.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Responsible Pet Ownership
Pet ownership can be very rewarding, but it also comes 
with a large amount of responsibility. In addition to 
care, feeding, and health care responsibilities, owners, 
are also responsible for their dogs’ behavior. Dogs 
must be kept on a leash when in public and they are 
prohibited from running at large. Please be respectful 
of your neighbors and keep your dogs under control. 
Owners are also responsible for any damage or injuries 
caused by their dogs. Please exercise caution when 
approaching an unfamiliar dog; sometimes they can be 
fearful of people they don’t know.

Independence requires all dog owners to get a 
Cuyahoga County dog license for their pet and keep 
up with rabies vaccinations.  Residents can purchase 
either a one-year, three-year, or permanent Cuyahoga 
County dog license online at www.cuyahogacounty.us. 
One-year dog licenses are also available at Drug Mart 
on Brecksville Road.

And a friendly reminder, pet owners are responsible 

for cleaning up after their pets. City ordinance 618.13 
requires the dog owner to immediately pick up any dog 
droppings on public or private property. Please be a 
responsible pet owner and help keep our city clean!

If you have any questions regarding our animal 
ordinances or would like to report any violations, please 
call Animal Control Officer Judy Burrier at 216-524-
3940 or the Police dispatch center at 216-524-1234.

Residential Rental Property 
City Council passed an ordinance in 2016 that 
requires homeowners to register non-owner occupied 
residential property located in the City with the 
Building Department. 
 
Both the owner and the tenant/occupant must 
acknowledge on the registration form that there is an 
operating photoelectric smoke alarm installed within 
each separate sleeping area, a photoelectric smoke 
alarm installed on each additional floor level of the 
dwelling, and a carbon monoxide alarm on each floor 
level containing a sleeping area.

Residents can download the Residential Rental 
Registration form on the City’s website under Building 
Permits at www.independenceohio.org or pick up a 
form at the Building Department which is located in 
the Annex Building next to the Fire Station.   

The registration is required annually 
and upon transfer of ownership 
title or change of tenant. However, 
no annual fee is required where 
there has been no change of owner 
or tenant.

There is a $25 processing fee. Both the property owner 
(s) and tenant/occupant(s) must sign the completed 
form and provide their address, email and phone 
number.

The Residential Rental Registration application and 
Exemption Request form are available at the Building 
Department, located in the Annex Building or on 
the City website under Building Permits at www.
independenceohio.org. Please contact the Building 
Department if you have any questions at 216-524-
1019 or email building@independenceohio.org.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
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American Heart Month 
– February 2021
Every year more than 600,000 
Americans die from heart disease. The 

number one cause of deaths for most 
groups, heart disease affects all ages, genders, 

and ethnicities. Risk factors include high cholesterol, 
high blood pressure, smoking, diabetes, and excessive 
alcohol use.

5 INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT HEART HEALTH
1. Heart attacks can be silent.
 One in five heart attacks occurs without the person  
 even knowing they had one.
2. Heart attacks affect women differently.
 Women may experience different symptoms than  
 men such as nausea, fatigue, shortness of breath,  
 vomiting, and pain in the back, arm, neck, or  
 shoulder.
3. Young women are at higher risk than men.
 Women under the age of 50 are twice as likely to die  
 of a heart attack as men in the same age group.
4. Another reason to hate Mondays.
 Heart attacks are more likely to occur on Monday  
 mornings than other days of the week. Scientists  
 attribute this to the disruption in our circadian  
 rhythm over the weekend which leads to increased  

 blood pressure and other changes to the nervous  
 system.
 
5. Diet soda raises heart attack risk.
 If you drink one or more diet sodas a day, your  
 chances of having a heart attack are 43% higher than  
 those who drink regular soda or none at all.

Take an active role in reducing your risk of heart 
disease. 
1. Take up a heart-healthy habit
 Staying active, eating healthy, and watching our  
 weight are all important parts of maintaining a  
 healthy cardiovascular system. Pick a new heart- 
 healthy habit like jogging or substituting sodas with  
 water and try to stick to it for a whole month.
2. Educate yourself
 Learn about the risk factors for heart disease, the  
 ways you can prevent them, and the lifestyle choices  
 that can help you stay healthy.
3. Get your cholesterol tested
 If you’re worried you might be at risk for heart  
 disease, ask your doctor to perform a simple  
 cholesterol test to let you know if you’re at risk and  
 should make adjustments to your diet.

Source: National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute National Today

FIRE DEPARTMENT

New Firefighters
The City welcomed two, part-time firefighters to the 
Independence Fire Department this week.  

Michael Linek graduated from Ohio State University 
with a bachelor of science in neuroscience.  Michael 
currently works at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
in his hometown of Twinsburg. He is looking forward 
to serving Independence with his firefighting and first 
responder skills.   

Caleb Ernshaw is following in his father’s footsteps. 
Caleb is currently a firefighter/paramedic with the 
Sharon Township Fire Department, where his father 

was a volunteer firefighter for many years.  Caleb earned 
an associate’s degree in applied science (Fire and EMS) 
from Cuyahoga Community College.

L-R: Fire Chief Steve Rega, Michael Linek, 
Mayor Greg Kurtz, Caleb Ernshaw
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KIWANIS KORNER

All 300 Club tickets have all been sold! Again, thanks 
to everyone who supported this important fundraiser.

Our first drawing occurred on Monday, January 11th 
during the regularly scheduled Kiwanis meeting. We 
congratulate all the January winners listed below:

$100 Neal Veverka
$75 Sloan Mitchelides
$50 Bob Jordan

The remaining drawings will occur on the second 
Monday of every month, concluding with the last 
drawing in October. 

Although we have suspended our events due to 
COVID-19, we are still busy meeting via Zoom. Our 
community service, fundraising, and membership 
committees are developing new strategies for fulfilling 
our mission to "serve the children of the world." We 
are planning for online events in the spring to keep up 
with the many needs of children in our community. 

Being a Kiwanian means being a leader. Kiwanis 
International is providing new online tools to help 
with membership development.  

The new Kiwanis Amplify is a leadership program 
for anyone who wants to amplify their ability to lead 
a team at work, school, or a community organization. 
Participants will learn how to: "Build your leadership 
skills. Improve your career, your community, and your 
Kiwanis club.”

If you have any questions about Kiwanis Amplify or 
any other activities, contact us through our website 
www.independencekiwanis.com. More information 
is also available at www.kiwanis.org/clubs/member-
resources/training/kiwanis-amplify.   

On behalf of all of the Independence Kiwanis 
members, we wish everyone a safe and healthy new 
year! We will continue to do our part during these 
extraordinary times to help enhance the lives of the 
children we serve! 

Remembering Donna Agan
Donna Agan was a pillar of the community. For more 
than 60 years, she generously gave her time and talents 
to the City of Independence, Kiwanis, and numerous 
other organizations. She passed away in January, but 
her legacy of community service lives on.

“Donna was a cherished member of Kiwanis who 
continued her husband's legacy of supporting 
Independence children through the Annual Kiwanis 
Fishing Derby,” said Judge Deborah J. Nicastro. 
“Her guidance as a Board Member helped grow the 
Club and expand our service to the community. Most 
importantly, Donna was a dear friend to all Kiwanians, 
and the world was a little better for her presence in it.”

When the Civic Center opened, Donna generously 
volunteered her time and talent whenever she could. 
She and her husband were original members of the 
Community Emergency Response Team (C.E.R.T) 

that assists local first responders 
in times of need. She was 
a member of the Western 
Reserve Herb Society, The 
Herb Society of America, The 
Ohio Genealogical Society, 
Cuyahoga Valley Genealogical 
Society, Descendants of Founds 
of Ancient Windsor (DFAW), 
Cleveland Botanical Garden, and 
the Cleveland History Center 
(WRHS). 

Donna was married to Robert William Agan, deceased, 
for 60 years. She is survived by her sons R. Bruce 
Agan (Lucinda) and Brenton Wesley Agan (Karen 
Pierce), both of Indiana, four grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren. Memorial donations may be 
made to Holy Family Home, Kiwanis, or any of the 
organizations listed above.
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Street Repair & Pavement Management
Service Department employees make scheduled and 
emergency repairs to the asphalt and concrete streets, 
including repairing potholes, 
cracks, joints, curbs, and sections 
of streets. To report a pothole or 
other concern, please call 216-
524-9191 and speak to the Road 
Foreman.

Mailboxes
Residents can purchase Step 2 mailboxes through the 
Service Department. The cost of the mailbox is $52.00,  
which includes installation by the Service Department. 
Please call 216-524-9191 or visit the city website at 
www.independenceohio.org and download a mailbox 
form under the Service Department page. Available 
mailbox colors are green, beige, and black. Please 
specify your color when filling out the mailbox request 
form and drop off the form to the Service Department.

Water Leaks & Water Problems
Water line leaks that occur on 
our city streets, tree lawns, etc., 
are the Cleveland Department 
of Public Utilities Division of 
Water's responsibility.  

When a water line break is called in to our Service 
Department, the call is routed to the Cleveland 
Division of Water for repairs.    After the water line is 
repaired, the City makes any necessary repairs to the 
water leak area.  Residents can contact the Cleveland 
Water Department at 216-664-3060. 

If you notice brownish water from your faucet during 
waterline repairs, run cold water in the lowest part of 
your home, such as the basement, until the water clears.

For water quality problems, such as dirty water or 
low pressure, call the Cleveland Water Department 
at 216-664-3168. For meter or billing problems, call 
216-664-3130. The water department website is www.
clevelandwater.com.

Street Lights and Power Outages
To report a streetlight or a power outages to CEI/
First Energy at 1-800-589-3101or go online to www.
firstenergycorp.com.  You will need to provide the 
following information:  location of streetlight and 
description of issue (such as a damaged pole, broken 
light fixture, flickering light, improper light timing, 
etc.).  CEI will ask for your address if you are reporting 
a power outage.

Rubbish Pick Up
Please do not overload your rubbish cans.  Lids must 
be closed without any garbage spilling over when the 
can(s) are left at the curb for pickup.

Additional rubbish carts are available for purchase at 
the Service Department.
Large Rubbish Can: $64.00
Small Rubbish Can: $56.00 

Special Pick Up     
Place items for special pick up on the treelawn 
next to your rubbish cart ON YOUR REGULAR 
SCHEDULED RUBBISH DAY by 7:30 a.m.

You do not need to call to schedule special pick up for 
items such as furniture, toys, mattresses, box springs, 
TVs, toilets, household items, plywood, cardboard, 
etc. Just put the items next to your rubbish cart on 
trash day. 

However, you MUST CALL 216-524-9191 TO 
SCHEDULE PICK UP FOR THE ITEMS LISTED 
BELOW by Thursday of each week for a special Friday 
pick up:

•  Hot water tanks, metal items (ALL METAL)
•  Appliances: stoves, refrigerators, dishwashers, etc.   
 MUST HAVE DOORS REMOVED.
•  Fluorescent tubes and compact fluorescent light  
 bulbs (CFLs) 
•  Paint, oil, gasoline, and other  
 chemicals in closed containers
•  Propane tanks
•  Computers and monitors
•  Batteries

SERVICE DEPARTMENT
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Vision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”

COUNCIL MEETING – JANUARY 12, 2021

MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
Happy New Year to one and all! We 
begin 2021 with lingering challenges 
but also with new hope on the horizon. 

The Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health (CCBH) has begun a phased 
in program to dispense COVID-19 
vaccines. Residents can sign up on the 

Board of Health website to be notified when they are 
eligible to get a vaccine. The information is also available 
on the homepage of the City’s website.  

Any resident who needs assistance registering online 
should call Community Services. 

I want to thank Fire Chief Rega’s team for partnering 
with the CCBH to set up a drive-through COVID-19 
vaccine clinic at the Fire Station for first responders last 
month. It was an incredibly well-run operation. I am 
hopeful that the City may be able to provide a similar 
drive-through vaccine clinic for residents. Despite the 
disruptions caused by the coronavirus, the City had a 
number of pandemic-related accomplishments in 2020. 
Our team worked together to create more flexible work 
models, began researching how technology could reduce 
costs, improve operational efficiencies, and maximize 
City resources and assets.

I plan to continue to explore technological platforms to 
help the City keep pace with the evolving needs of our 
residents and stakeholders. We must reinforce our aging 
infrastructure and optimize equipment, buildings, and 
vehicles. Integrating cross-department work processes 

will increase productivity, eliminate wasted time and 
money, and improve citizen-focused services. Technology 
and a well-trained staff are the essential lifeline for success 
in our 21st century, on-demand world. 

The City's need to upgrade on-campus safety and security 
became even more evident following last week's upheaval 
in Washington, DC. I hope we can move forward quickly 
on the architectural firm GPD Group's recommendations 
tonight. The safety and security of residents, staff, and 
visitors is my top priority.

The City is also taking steps to avoid potential property-
line issues in 2021 and beyond with legislation that would 
hold homeowners accountable for securing accurate 
information before any walls, fences, or structures are 
installed along property lines.  

Last year we began discussing options to expand Maple 
Shade Cemetery. I support the ordinance to retain a 
professional surveying service to perform base mapping 
and a boundary, topography, and location survey. 

Pandemic fatigue is real. However, with multiple vaccines 
slowly becoming available, I would like to keep the City 
focused on the "next normal”. Please join me in staying 
positive on progress in 2021.

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
To highlight the importance of finances as one 
of Council’s primary functions as an oversight 
body and the Finance Department’s role in 
coordinating and managing that process, of 
the 13 pieces of legislation on the January 

Legislative Agenda, 11 have a financial component to 
them.

CITY COUNCIL NEWS

David Grendel Kathleen Kapusta Tom Narduzzi Kenn Synek Jim Trakas Dale Veverka Chris Walchanowicz 
 Vice Mayor Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson
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CITY COUNCIL NEWSVision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”

Most of the Ordinances on this Month’s Legislative 
Agenda are annually reoccurring ones, including the 
renewal of the following Maintenance and Repairs 
Contracts for 2021:

• Creek, Utility, & Infrastructure Maintenance and  
 Repairs - $400,000
•  Sanitary and Storm Sewer Maintenance and  
 Repairs - $200,000
•  Concrete Road Maintenance and Repairs - $400,000

That $1 million to be allocated to infrastructure 
maintenance and repairs (roads, sidewalks, sanitary 
sewers, storm sewers, creeks, etc.) is just the tip of the 
iceberg of what the City reinvests on an annual basis 
to ensure that infrastructure remains top notch for 
residents, the business community, and visitors.

Preliminary figures on a cash basis show that 
approximately $16.5 million in cash was invested in 
2020 on infrastructure projects - roads, sidewalks, 
sanitary sewers, storm sewers, creeks, etc., and an 
additional $1.4 million+ in cash was invested in capital 
items - vehicles, trucks, equipment, etc.

Almost $4.5 million is currently appropriated (allocated) 
for capital investments in 2021 and another $12 million 
is currently appropriated for infrastructure project 
investments this year. The City’s leadership team takes 
seriously its responsibility to be prudent stewards of the 
public’s tax dollars, and 2020’s preliminary results and 
2021’s planned appropriations prove that. 
 
It is the City’s enviable financial wherewithal that allows 
for such a consistent, high level of reinvestment in the 
infrastructure and capital needed to allow Independence 
to be “a premier community in which to live, work, visit, 
and raise a family” (From the City’s Vision Statement. 
An entity’s Vision Statement describes the ideal future 
state of that entity).   

But past success and planned future success can’t be 
taken for granted. This report from the December, 
2020 Council Meeting published in the January, 2021 

edition of The Post highlighted 
some of the potential headwinds 

that Independence and other local communities face in 
2021.

J.P. Morgan was faced with a number of challenges in 
2020, as were most businesses and individuals - be they 
financial, health related, emotional-mental, etc. While 
many were advising J.P. Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon 
to plan optimistically throughout 2020, his better 
judgment resulted in some optimistic “restraint” being 
implemented instead last year. 

That attitude in Independence and other prudent 
communities is advisable. Maintain a positive, optimistic 
attitude while also knowing that the future won’t be 
challenge-free. Therefore, plan and prepare in a manner 
that doesn’t require all of the best-case future scenarios 
to happen.  

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GRENDEL – FINANCE
The Planning Commission did not meet in January.
I supported the passage of Ordinance 2020-106 which 
authorized the Mayor and Finance Director to enter 
into an agreement with GPD Group in an amount not 
to exceed $66,000 to provide the City with construction 
documents in connection with improvements to 
City Hall and the Civic Center for increased security 
measures. The legislation also authorized the Mayor and 
Finance Director to enter into an agreement with RCU 
Architects, Inc. to review the services to be provided by 
GPD Group in an amount not to exceed $5,000. This 
project is part of the City’s Five-Year Capital Plan.

Ordinance 2020-139 adopting a Five-Year Capital 
Improvement Plan for 2021-2025 was removed from 
the Agenda and will be the sole topic of discussion at 
the Finance Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 2, 2021 at 3:30 p.m. This legislation will be on 
the February Agenda.

With the dawning of a new Presidency in Joe Biden, it 
is my sincere wish that calls for unifying America do not 
fall on deaf ears. Until Liberals and Conservatives and 
all other Americans learn to respect each other and the 

David Grendel Kathleen Kapusta Tom Narduzzi Kenn Synek Jim Trakas Dale Veverka Chris Walchanowicz 
 Vice Mayor Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson
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God-given freedoms and rights we should enjoy under 
our Constitution, strife will continue to be the norm in 
our beloved country.

The I.H.S. Boys and Girls basketball teams each had 
success this week against our rival, Cuyahoga Heights 
Redskins. The boys’ record now stands at 6-4, and the 
girls’ team is at 7-3.

Sincere wishes for a Happy and Safe New Year!

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I would like to express my sympathy to the families of 
Rita Aichlmayr, Edward Dragony, Beverly Jaworski, Mary 
Kosmata, Ella Krogman, Irene Malaga, Mary Melaragno 
and Elly Simcic, Francis Stazen, Kevin Yuknavich, Albert 
Zdolshek, and Marlene Ziel. I am so sorry for the loss of 
your loved ones.

I am eager for a year ahead where COVID-19 is better 
controlled; a year where all aspects of our lives: family, 
school/work, and social can return to a degree of 
normalcy. Until then, please abide by the guidelines to 
try to keep yourself and others healthy. Your cooperation 
makes all the difference.

NARDUZZI – SAFETY
No report.

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
No report.

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Good evening and Happy New Year Mayor Kurtz, Mr. 
Vice Mayor, Members of Council, Finance Director 
Blaze, and citizens of Independence. The Utilities 
Committee intends to meet in late January or early 
February and is working to schedule a meeting with the 
County Planning Commission on our community’s tree 
canopy and related legislation.

In December, the City received good news. State Senator 
Matt Dolan (R-24) of Chagrin Falls worked with 
Recreation Director Tom Walchanowicz, our Recreation 
and Community Services Departments to allocate 
$100,000 from the State of Ohio’s Capital Improvements 

budget for a kitchen project at the Civic Center. The City 
submitted this request, and Governor DeWine included 
Sen. Dolan’s request in the budget passed late last year. 
This grant will allow the City to install a working kitchen 
to serve the needs of Senior Citizens, school children, 
our Veterans, and other users of the Civic Center, as 
well as make the Center more attractive for citizens to 
host events in the building that include fresh, hot food. 
Thanks to Sen. Dolan for his diligence in supporting 
our community’s needs and requests; it would not have 
happened without him.

On January’s Council Agenda is the renewal of two 
important utility-related contractual arrangements critical 
to waterflow and flood prevention measures. Ordinance 
2021-5 through 2021-8 authorize an additional $600,000 
to be spent on cleaning and maintaining sewers, creeks, 
infrastructure related to flood prevention and control, 
and soil and land conservation. These are competitively 
bid contracts, extended out another year. There is much 
need - in fact, more need than is covered under these 
contracts - so I do hope that if the City prudently spends 
money and economic conditions are right, the City can 
increase this commitment as one of the most important 
policy initiatives we can undertake for our residents and 
businesses.

On the 23rd of January, Council will meet in an annual 
strategic planning session with our Mayor and City 
Leaders. Strategic Planning was a concept first advanced 
by then-Councilman Jim Crooks a decade ago. Since 
that time, the planning has kept officials striving towards 
the same goals with purpose and prioritizing policies and 
budgetary priorities in support of those purposes.

Since we last gathered for this purpose, the world has 
dramatically changed. 2020’s initial priorities revolved 
around a historically buoyant economy. The outlook 
for 2021 is substantially different. Our community has 
thrived on a largely Rockside and Pleasant Valley Road 
economy centered around office buildings and related 
amenities from a business perspective, and livable, high 
quality, single family homes on the residential side 
supported by strong city services. 

Stay at home health orders have shifted the landscape, and 

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
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now more than ever, our community has to be even more 
attractive for investment and job retention and creation. 
Americans are still working in buildings, but less so. We 
should examine ways to encourage home improvement 
and new builds that reflect technology and working out 
of our homes. Public safety, strong utility infrastructure, 
and ultimately making Independence as comfortable and 
high quality of a community to live and work remain our 
big picture goals, but perhaps the path to those goals has 
been altered. 

As we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday this 
month, I thought I would end tonight with some of his 
words of wisdom, made even more appropriate by the way 
he lived and died: “I submit to you that if a man hasn’t 
discovered something he will die for, he isn’t fit to live.” 

VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
The Streets and Sidewalks Committee will be meeting in 
the near future to prepare for the 2021 building season. 
Schaaf Road repair and reconstruction has curbs, catch 
basin work along with the first coat of asphalt done. 
Spring will see the completion of this needed project that 
runs from Brooklyn Heights down the hill to Fuhrmeyer. 
Some residents have been contacted by our contractors 
along the right-of-way on the route of the two sidewalk 
projects on upper and lower Hillside Road.

I will be supporting Ordinances 2021-5 through 2021-9. 
These Ordinances provide funds for creek maintenance 
and repairs, storm and sanitary sewer maintenance and 
repairs, and concrete maintenance and repair. All of these 
Ordinances are critical needs for the City to continue 
to function efficiently, and maintain quality of life for 
residents.

I cannot support the Five-Year Budget plan as it currently 
exists. As of the time of this Council Meeting, there are 
too many wants woven into the document. If all of the 
property proposed for acquisition was purchased along 
with additional funding for cosmetic work, the City 
would be required to borrow significant funds. The 
Finance Committee along with the Mayor and Finance 
Director should further review this 30 page document 
and remove a number of these wants. Furthermore, any of 

the proposed wants that remain 

should be prioritized. Income tax revenue reduction 
could greatly affect the City’s future financial situation if 
Governor DeWine ends the State of Emergency enacted 
March 9, 2020. This could have a dramatic effect on City 
income in the future. 

Here’s looking forward to a very successful 2021 with the 
hope that vaccine distribution moves along smoothly.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
I hope everyone had a safe, healthy and enjoyable holiday. 
The new year is here, and we hit the ground running. As 
most know, we had an extremely busy December with 
many committee meetings. During January’s Council 
meeting we had a lot of our normal yearly legislation.

Ordinance 2021-04 for Maple Shade Cemetery is 
legislation for Donald G. Bohning & Associates, Inc. to 
survey our cemetery so we can start moving forward with 
the future plans we have. I am looking forward to getting 
started as it’s been long overdue. 

Ordinance 2020-106 is an ordinance with regard to City 
Hall and The Community Services Center. We will be 
accepting the bid from GPD Group and RCU Architects 
for our security upgrades for both buildings along with 
some potential remodeling of the Civic Center. The 
City has received a grant to improve the kitchen in our 
Community Service Center, and I am so excited for this. 
A big thank you to Councilperson Jim Trakas for staying 
on top of our grant request.

I look forward to the new year. There will be a lot going 
on this year with many improvements for our residents 
and our City. 

Please stay safe and healthy. Let’s have an amazing 2021! 
God Bless.

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS

BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO
The Building Department is continuing 
to review plans, issue permits, and perform 
inspections while taking precautions to keep 
both our employees and our customers safe 

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
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and healthy. Please wear a mask should you need to come 
into the Building Department. Feel free to use email or 
call should you need to contact us.

Over the last month, the Building Department sent out 
three sets of construction drawings for plan review. Five 
commercial permits were issued and 14 commercial 
construction inspections were performed. Plans were 
reviewed and approved for a tenant build out in Rockside 
Corners, 6901 Rockside Road. An occupancy permit was 
issued for the Redwood building alteration at 7007 East 
Pleasant Valley Road.

The Department also issued 30 residential permits and 
performed 140 residential construction inspections. 
Thirteen new dwellings are currently under construction 
in the City and there are four more in the plan review 
process.

Additionally, our inspectors have been actively addressing 
issues to improve the appearance of our community.

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
A total of fourteen (14) permits were 
issued: One (1) Commercial Plumbing 
Permit was issued to repair a sewer. One 
(1) Miscellaneous Residential Permit was 
issued to repair/replace a concrete driveway. 

Four (4) Right-of-Way Permits were issued - two (2) for 
gas connections for new homes, two (2) for fiber-optic 
installations 

Four (4) Grade Permits and Four (4) Landscape Permits 
were issued for new homes within the Chestnut Woods 
Section 3 - Phase 5 Subdivision.

Four (4) topographic site plans were reviewed and 
approved for new residential homes for: Sublot 96 
Bradford Circle, Sublot 101 Bradford Circle, Sublot 109 
Linden Lane, Sublot 122 Linden Lane.

We continue to oversee the work of Geotech Services 
and Catts Construction in connection with our 2020 
Creek, Utility & Infrastructure Maintenance & 
Repairs Contracts. Geotech’s soil-nail wall construction 
at 8501 E. Pleasant Valley Road is substantially complete, 

with final restoration planned for the Spring. Catts 
Construction has performed minor roadside drainage 
improvements on Fuhrmeyer Road near Old Brecksville 
Road, and they have also been repairing catch basins 
around town. Ordinances 2021-5 & 6 on tonight’s 
agenda authorize Change Orders to extend both vendor’s 
contracts for an additional 1-year term through calendar 
year 2021.
  
Similarly, Ordinances 2021-7 & 8 extend our 2020 
Sewer Maintenance & Repairs Contracts with United 
Survey and C&K Industrial, respectively, through 
calendar year 2021. Ordinance 2021-9 extends the 2020 
Concrete Road Maintenance & Repairs Contract 
with Catts Construction through calendar year 2021. 
Exercising the 1-year extension clauses on these annual 
maintenance contracts allows seamless work coverage 
from one year to the next, and usually benefits the City 
financially because the original contract unit pricing is 
locked-in for the 2nd year (i.e. - no inflation).

We have begun coordinating with Pulte Homes on 
formal acceptance of the Chestnut Woods Section 3 - 
Phase 6 Subdivision Improvements (South Great Oaks 
Parkway and Acacia Court). Ordinance 2021-10, once 
adopted, will formally accept these public improvements 
for Dedication as public roads and right-of-ways.  

Lastly, Ordinance 2021-2 authorizes our annual 
Memorandums of Understanding (M.O.U.s ) with the 
Cuyahoga County Soil & Water Conservation District 
(CSWCD) to provide the City with certain services that 
help us comply with the Ohio EPA’s rules and regulations 
of our annual Storm Water Discharge Permit. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES
In the month of December our team distributed over 
2,800 meals to our 55+ residents. They served a record 
444 meals the week of New Year’s! Thank you to our team 
for working so hard during the holidays. Make sure to 
check your February Spotlight for the next set of lunches. 

We are bringing back small group, socially distant 
yoga classes. We know fitness and wellness are crucially 
important to relieving stress and anxiety. We are also 
starting back a monthly Mind Matters class so our seniors 
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can keep their minds sharp. 

There is still a big need for canned food and monetary 
donations to help feed residents in need. Donations 
brought to the Civic Center are donated to the local food 
bank at St. Michael’s Church. 

The Cuyahoga County Board of Health has an eligibility 
notification system for the COVID-19 vaccine. Residents 
can register for notification through the City website. 
Any resident needing assistance with registration can call 
the Community Services Department.

The Red Cross will be at the Elmwood Recreation Center 
Monday, February 1st and Monday, February 15th from 
1 - 7 p.m. Appointments are strongly suggested. Visit 
redcrossblood.org to make your appointment and for 
more information. 

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
I would like to update everyone on our new 
fire engine project that was started back in 
January of last year. The engine which was 
being produced in Appleton, Wisconsin is 
now in Ohio at our dealer. It will be delivered 

to us in about a week. I am pleased to report the vehicle 
turned out very nice. After arrival, it will be decaled and 
outfitted with required equipment. We hope to have it in 
service in February.   

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
During the calendar year 2020 the 
Independence Police Department responded 
to 18,008 calls for service. Our officers made 
245 misdemeanor arrests and 56 felony 
arrests, as well as arresting 35 drivers under 

the influence of alcohol or drugs. We also responded to 
298 motor vehicle accidents. Our response times and 
major crime clearance rates are among the best in Ohio. 
Our officers adapted to the unique challenges posed by 
COVID-19 during the past year and worked hard to 
keep Independence one of the safest cities in Ohio. 

Last Wednesday, January 6, Mayor Kurtz cut the ribbon 
celebrating the opening of the newly constructed Strike 

Force facility. The Strike Force 

is a joint effort among local, state, and federal law 
enforcement focusing on drug trafficking and violent 
crime in the greater Cleveland area, and Independence 
is proud to be a part of this initiative to make our entire 
region safer.

RECREATION DIRECTOR – WALCHANOWICZ
I would like to start off by wishing everyone a 
Happy and Healthy New Year! Hopefully as 
we progress through 2021 and with the help 
of the COVID-19 vaccine, we can get back 
to some sort of normalcy in our lives and in 

our departmental operations.

As we look back on 2020 and all of our shutdowns, 
closures, and new operating procedures, I would like to 
take a moment to thank our staff of dedicated employees 
who helped re-open our facilities with all the State 
mandated guidelines in place. I also want to thank all 
the residents for your patience in dealing with all our 
new operating hours, procedures, and requirements. This 
“new normal” was and is not easy, but we are all getting 
through it together. At least we now have a light at the 
end of the tunnel with the vaccine!

We are happy to announce that we are again expanding 
the Fieldhouse hours of operations. We added Monday 
and Friday evening hours of 6-8 pm and also added 
Saturday and Sunday hours 10 am to 2 pm. During these 
days and times, the track areas will be open for walkers 
along with one court on Monday evenings dedicated to 
pickleball for our residents. So when the weather outside 
is not conducive for walking/jogging, come on inside for 
your exercise routine.

A reminder that family swim lessons are currently taking 
place. We have a winter session which begins this week 
and also we have a spring session that begins in March. 
These are modified versions of our usual lessons and 
space is limited.

Finally, I would like to say that we always welcome and 
encourage resident feedback and suggestions. If there is 
anything you would like to have us try, or any ideas you 
would like to see implemented, please just let us know.

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
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SERVICE DIRECTOR – KARAS
Over the past several weeks northeast Ohio 
has experienced several days of normal 
temperatures with significantly less snow; 
additionally we have had only two significant 
snow events this season both dropping 

roughly over 10-14 inches of snow. During each event 
the department used roughly 800 tons and 700 tons of 
salt on the roadways. 

Due to the reduced use of salt, the City of Independence 
has saved several thousands of dollars. In addition to 
the savings on salt the City has experienced, there have 
been reductions in overtime for plowing and reductions 
in wear and tear on the vehicles. There are still several 
weeks left of winter; with our salt bins full to capacity, 
the Service Department is more than ready to handle any 
snow event that may come our way. 

This past month waste and recycling crews picked up: 
290.56 tons of rubbish, 61.47 tons of recycling, and 
23.49 tons of street sweepings.
 
Lastly, this month crews were busy maintaining the 
holiday lighting displays, cold patching roads, performing 
sewer maintenance and repairs, and chipping trees. 

TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTOR  
– SNYDERBURN
Tech Service has been busy with maintenance 
at the Police firing range. The range is in 
the basement of the Police Department 
and is used by our force and neighboring 

communities along with various State and Federal 
agencies on a frequent schedule. The air filtration 
system is vital in maintaining fresh, healthy air when 
ammunition is being dispensed. The system, although 
forty years old, has been well-maintained and is essential 
in training the men and women of law enforcement. 

Tech is busy with the removal of Christmas decorations 
campus-wide. All decorations along with lighting are 
carefully removed and stored for the following season. 
The process has become much more efficient over the 
years with the use of individual trailers that hold all of 
our electrical needs. This enables us to easily transport 

and set up our electrical needs for each location.

Wishing all a Healthy, Happy New Year!

LEGISLATION – JANUARY 12, 2021
ORDINANCE 2020-106 An Ordinance (Rev. 1) 
accepting the proposals of GPD Group and R.C.U. 
Architects, Inc. for professional services in connection 
with improvements to City Hall and the Community 
Services Center security. (To enter into an Agreement with 
GPD Group for professional services in connection with 
the Improvements in an amount not to exceed $66,000.00 
and with RCU Architects, Inc. to review the services to 
be provided by GPD Group in an amount not to exceed 
$5,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-130 An Ordinance amending 
Chapter 1363 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Independence relating to fences, walls, and hedges (Rev. 
1). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-139 An Ordinance adopting a 
Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan for 2021-2025. 
Referred to Finance Committee.

ORDINANCE 2021-1 An Ordinance authorizing 
payment to the Division of Water for the annual fees for 
use of water from City fire hydrants based on the total 
number of hydrants (Rev. 1). (For the annual fee for use 
of water from City fire hydrants in an amount not to exceed 
$26,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-2 An Ordinance authorizing the 
City to enter into various Memoranda of Understanding 
with the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District 
for Educational and Technical Assistance in carrying out 
Clean Water Act Responsibilities for 2021 related to 
NPDES Rules. (At a total cost not to exceed $32,000.00). 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-3 An Ordinance authorizing 
the retention of South Shore Utility Locating, Inc. for 
protective services relative to the City’s underground 
conduit system. (For a period of one year, beginning March 
1, 2021 and ending February 28, 2022, in an amount not 
to exceed $20,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
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ORDINANCE 2021-4 An Ordinance authorizing the 
retention of Donald G. Bohning & Associates, Inc. for 
professional surveying services in connection with Maple 
Shade Cemetery. (In an amount not to exceed $22,500.00). 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-5 An Ordinance authorizing 
Change Order No. 4 to the City’s 2020 Creek, Utility 
and Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs Contract 
with Geotech Services, Inc. (At the same unit prices as 
originally bid, in an amount not to exceed $200,000.00, 
and for a total contract amount not to exceed $632,072.00). 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-6 An Ordinance authorizing 
Change Order No. 1 to the City’s 2020 Creek, Utility and 
Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs Contract with 
Catts Construction Company, Inc.  (Through December 
31, 2021, in an amount not to exceed $200,000.00, and 
for a total contract amount not to exceed $400,000.00). 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-7 An Ordinance authorizing 
Change Order No. 1 to the City’s 2020 Sanitary and 
Storm Sewer Maintenance and Repairs Contract with 
United Survey, Inc. (Through December 31, 2021, at 
the same unit prices as originally bid, in an amount not to 
exceed $100,000.00, and for a total contract amount not to 
exceed $300,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-8 An Ordinance authorizing 
Change Order No. 1 to the City’s 2020 Sanitary and 

Storm Sewer Maintenance and Repairs Contract with 
C&K Industrial Services, Inc. (To extend its contract for 
an additional calendar year through December 31, 2021, 
at the same unit prices as originally bid, in an amount not 
to exceed $100,000.00, and for a total contract amount not 
to exceed $300,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-9 An Ordinance authorizing 
Change Order No. 1 to the City’s 2020 Concrete 
Road Maintenance and Repairs Contract with Catts 
Construction Company, Inc. (To extend its contract for an 
additional calendar year through December 31, 2021, at 
the same unit prices as originally bid, in an amount not to 
exceed $400,000.00, and for a total contract amount not to 
exceed $779,868.50). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-10 An Ordinance approving the 
final plat and acceptance and dedication of South Great 
Oaks Parkway and Acacia Court, Chestnut Woods 
Section 3 Subdivision, Phase 6, for the development of 
thirteen (13) residential single-family lots. Placed on 
Second Reading without objection.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS RESULTS
– JANUARY 12, 2021 
6824 Dora Blvd., Stacy & Elliott Kirth -  Requesting 
a variance to 1113.09(c) of 2’ to permit a driveway to 
be 22’ in width  (20’ permitted, 22’ requested), and to 
be located on the property line (3’ from property line 
permitted) and a variance to 1165.01 of 1’ to permit an 
addition to be located 5’ from the side yard (6’ permitted, 
5’ requested). Tabled.
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Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216-328-1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org

Caucus 5:30 pm

Regular Council 
Meeting 7 pm

Groundhog Day

Finance Committee
Mtg. 3:30 pm

 
Planning Comsn.

Mtg. 5:30 p.m. 

Mardi Gras

Please call City 
Hall for Mayor’s
Listening Night

5-6 pm

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

Board of Zoning  
Appeals following 

Caucus 5:30 pm
 

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm F
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* DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION ALL MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS/EVENTS ARE CANCELLED.*

Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.org

If you have questions regarding 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 please call 
1-833-4ASKODH (1-833-427-5634)
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Presidents Day
Monday, February 15  
City Hall Closed

Presidents DayValentine's Day


